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B O O K  R E V I E W S  

Directory o[ Fellowships Awards, 1917-195o, The Rockefeller Foundation, with an Intro- 
duction by CHESTER I. BARNARD, President of the Foundation, 49 West 49th Street, 
New York, 1951, xiv and 296 pages. 

For  m a n y  decades  the  Rockefel ler  F o u n d a t i o n  h a s  been,  a n d  s t i l l i s ,  one of t he  ma jo r  p r o m o t e r s  
of  science, ope ra t ing  t h r o u g h  the  g r a n t i n g  of fellowships,  w i t h o u t  a n y  d i sc r imina t ion  as to race or 
na t iona l i ty .  The  func t ions  of the  Rockefel ler  F o u n d a t i o n  fel lowship p r o g r a m m e  have  been to select  
i nd iv idua l s  of  o u t s t a n d i n g  promise  in fields of in t e res t  defined b y  t he  genera l  p r o g r a m m e  of the  
Founda t i on ,  a n d  to he lp  prepare  these  i nd iv idua l s  to  m a k e  s igni f icant  con t r ibu t ions  to resea rch  and  
t e ach ing  or publ ic  service in t he  fu ture .  I n  these  34 years ,  2,566 awards  were g r an t ed  in  t he  In te r -  
na t iona l  H e a l t h  Divis ion (689 to nurses) ,  1,263 in t he  Medical  Sciences, 1,219 in the  N a t u r a l  Sciences, 
823 in  t he  Social Sciences, a n d  471 in t he  H u m a n i t i e s .  The  a m o u n t  expended  for th i s  purpose  was 
rough ly  $ I9,OOO,OOO. An add i t i ona l  $ 9,5o0,0o0 was e x p e n d e d  to  g r a n t s  to o the r  o rgan iza t ions  for 
the i r  own  fel lowship p rog rammes .  

I t  is in t e res t ing  to see t h i s  q u a n t i t a t i v e  jus t i f ica t ion  of w h a t  was u p  t i l l  now genera l ly  known 
as a qua l i t a t i ve ly  m o s t  impress ive  h igh- l igh t  in  t he  p r o m o t i o n  of social  and  cu l tu ra l  welfare.  Reade r s  
of th i s  jou rna l  will  be pa r t i cu la r ly  in te res ted  in  t he  p a r a g r a p h s  f rom the  Preface concern ing  the  
Medical  a n d  Na tu r a l  Sciences. " I n  the  Medical  Sciences, the re  was f rom the  s t a r t  an  i n s i s t en t  em-  
phas i s  on t h e  p r o m o t i o n  of research.  Also p r e sen t  ha s  been  t he  idea  of m u l t i p l y i n g  cen te rs  f rom 
which  medica l  skill,  acqui red  b y  phys i c i ans  t h r o u g h  the i r  fel lowship t r a in ing  u n d e r  f a m o u s  medical  
special ists ,  could rad ia te  in to  new  areas.  I n  medicine ,  as in pub l i c  hea l th ,  fo rmer  fellows in m a n y  
i n s t ances  qualif ied for l ead ing  roles in t he  c rea t ion  of s t r ong  o u t p o s t s  in t he  ba t t l e  aga in s t  disease. 
I n  t he  N a t u r a l  Sciences, h i gh  scientif ic cr i ter ia  for se lec t ing  fellows have  been r igorous ly  appl ied.  
The  goal  of p rov id ing  o u t s t a n d i n g  leaders  in  research  a n d  in t each ing  ha s  a lways  been  kep t  in s ight .  
Pe r s i s t en t  effort,  too, ha s  been  m a d e  to keep t h i s  p r o g r a m  b road ly  i n t e rna t iona l  in scope. Stress 
in t he  l a s t  20 years  ha s  been on t he  biological r a the r  t h a n  the  phys ica l  sciences, and  the re  ha s  been 
a close coord ina t ion  wi th  F o u n d a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  in o ther  d iv is ions" .  

I n  his  Preface,  t he  P re s iden t  of t he  F o u n d a t i o n  m o d e s t l y  s t a t e s  t h a t  " i t  would  be whol ly  
u n w a r r a n t e d  to credi t  to t he  fel lowship i tself  the  p roud  record m a d e  by  scores upon  scores of Rocke-  
feller F o u n d a t i o n  fel lows",  s ince i t  is safe to a s s u m e  t h a t  m a n y  of the  chosen o u t s t a n d i n g  ind iv idua l s  
"wou ld  have  h a d  d i s t i ngu i shed  careers  even  w i t h o u t  t he  he lp  of a fe l lowship" .  W e  m a y  add  t h a t  
t h o u s a n d s  of these  o u t s t a n d i n g  i nd i v i dua l s  owe an  eve r l a s t ing  g ra t i t ude  to t he  F o u n d a t i o n  for h a v i n g  
he lped  t h e m  to overcome cer ta in  th resho lds ,  and  in t he  benefi t  of m a n k i n d  we m a y  express  t h e  hope  
t ha t ,  for m a n y  years  to come, t he  F o u n d a t i o n  will  con t inue  i ts  muni f i cen t  ca t a lyz ing  ac t iv i ty .  

W.  GAADE ( A m s t e r d a m )  

M~canisme de la Narcose, Colloques internationaux du Centre National de la Recherche 
Scientifique XXVI. C.N.R.S., Paris 1951. pp. 215. Prix, broch@, 16oo francs fran~ais. 

l-~s Colloques I n t e r n a t i o n a u x  du Centre  Na t iona l  de la Recherche  Scient i f ique on t  6t@ organis~s 
ell pa t t i e  grace ~ u n  don de la F o n d a t i o n  Rockefeller,  qu i  p e r m e t  de r@unir des sc ient i f iques  de tou te  
nationalit@. L ' u n  de ces col loques a 6t6 consacr@ ~, l ' 6 tude  du  m@canisme de la narcose ;  le p r6sen t  
v o l u m e  en r en fe rme  les d ivers  rappor ts ,  a insi  que les d i scuss ions  auxque l l es  ces r appor t s  on t  donn6 
l ieu:  Les  ph6nom~nes  na rco t iques  en biologie g6n@rale et 1 6chelle des inh ib i t ions  fonct ionnel les  
(P. GAVAUDAN); Les  bases  exp6r imen ta l e s  de la th6orie  l ipoidique de la narcose (K. H. MEYER); 
Re la t ions  be tween  t h e r m o d y n a m i c  indices  of narcot ic  p o t e n c y  and  the  molecu la r  s t ruc tu re  of 
narco t ics  (J. FERGUSON) ; Act ion  des na rco t iques  sur  les synapse s  et sur  les axones  dans  un  gangl ion  
s y m p a t h i q u e  (J. M. POSTERNAK ET M. G. LARRABI~E); Narcose  pa r  les gaz indiff@rents (J. B. S. 
HALDANE); La  p h a r m a c o d y n a m i e  compar6e des t ox iques  p h y s i q u e s  (P. GAVAUDAN); Narcot ized  
mi tos i s  a n d  t he  prec ip i ta t ion  h y p o t h e s i s  of narcosis  (G. (~STERGREN); The  reversible  d e n a t u r a t i o n  
of e n z y m e s  b y  narco t ics  (W. D. MCELROY); Biochemica l  bas is  of na lcos is  (J. H. QUASTEL); Act ion 


